supply and drainage pipes. In canals the trapezoidal section is that which experience has almost universally established as the best wher ever canals are carried through ordinary earth, and the rectangular section is only adopted when the sides are composed of coherent matter such as rock or masonry. The semicircular section for an open channel would not approximate to the shapes usually adopted in canals, but it may be worth remarking that the outline of the catenary of greatest area approaches more nearly to such shapes.
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